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Jefferson High School honored Hall of Fame baseball coach Joe Kenney with a special
ceremony Friday night.

  

Once the ceremony was over, the 2011 J-Hawks honored his memory by  playing a strong
game in a 13-3 victory over Cedar Rapids Washington in  five innings.

  

Kenney holds the Metro record with 753 victories during his career at  LaSalle, Washington and
Jefferson from the 1960's through the 1990's.  He died in January at age 86, and Jefferson
saluted him Friday on Coach  Kenney Hall of Fame Night.

  

More than 30 former players joined members of Kenney's family on the Jefferson Field before
the game.

  

"Joe hired me when I first started here 16 years ago as his eighth  grade coach, and so I got to
know Joe pretty well," said Jefferson Coach  Mike Kuba. "What a neat guy. He was just a true
baseball  traditionalist, pure and simple.

  

"He always coached his coaches, so there was always something to  learn from him," said
Kuba. "He was just a wonderful, wonderful man."

  

The Hall of Fame ceremony had a special twist with Gordy Nordgren and  his son, Nick, both
inducted Friday along with Tyler Born. Gordy  Nordgren, currently one of Jefferson's assistant
coaches, starred for  the J-Hawks and previously served as head coach.

  

The game itself was a lopsided affair. The J-Hawks (3-4, 2-2) slugged  three home runs in the
third inning and ended the contest in the bottom  of the fifth by the 10-run rule.
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Sophomore Ky Kramer, junior Christian Knox and senior Drew Striegel  all cleared the "Blue
Monster" with homers over the left-field fence in  the third when Jefferson scored nine runs for
an 11-0 lead. "It was  pretty fun," Striegel said of the power display.

  

      The J-Hawks began the season with a 1-4 record, but they swept the  two-game series from
Washington with a 9-6 victory on Thursday and the  10-run win on Friday.

  

"The last two games we got great consistency, 1 through 9 (in the  lineup)," said Kuba. "We're
still not where we want to be, but we're  getting guys on base and we've been making things
happen."

  

Alex Larson went 3-for-3 for Jefferson. Bailey Hollingsworth, Kramer  and Knox all had two hits.
Striegel drove in three runs and Knox had two  RBIs.

  

"I think we're starting to come together. We're starting to figure it out," said Striegel.

  

Washington hurt itself with baserunning mistakes. The Warriors (4-5,  1-3) had a runner picked
off second base, lost another runner who tried  to advance from second to third on a grounder
to the shortstop, and  failed to score when a runner neglected to tag up on a fly ball to the 
outfield.

  

Washington also missed a cutoff man in the fourth inning, allowing the J-Hawks to take an extra
base.

  

"We have a lot of things to work on," said Washington Coach Brent  Henry. "Luckily our guys
are good competitors and they're going to work  hard. They know what they need to work on.

  

"If this were the middle of July I'd be worried right now. We've still got a lot of season left and
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we're going to get better."

WASHINGTON (3)
N.  Dostal, 3b, 2 1 1 1, Brown, cf/lf, 3 0 2 1, White, ss, 3 0 1 0, Puk,  1b, 3 0 0 0, Kacena, c, 2 0
1 0, Barton, cr, 0 0 0 0, Freese, dh, 2 1 0  0, Hogg, rf/p, 0 0 0 0, Troendle, p/cf, 1 1 0 0, Zingula,
2b, 3 0 1 1,  G. Dostal, lf/rf, 2 0 0 0. Totals 21 3 6 3.

JEFFERSON (13)
Unkel,  2b, 1 1 1 0, Rooney, cf, 2 1 0 1, Larson, 3b, 3 1 3 1, Hollingsworth,  rf, 4 1 2 1, Kramer,
ss, 4 3 2 1, Striegel, c, 3 1 1 3, Goodell, cr, 0 2  0 0, McCormick, 1b, 4 0 0 0, Tiedtke, p, 0 0 0 0,
Vanous, cr, 0 2 0 0,  Techau, p, 2 0 0 0, Knox, lf, 2 1 2 2. Totals 25 13 11 9.

Washington   000 30 - 3 6 3
Jefferson    029 02 - 13 11 1

Troendle, Hogg (3) and Kacena. Tiedtke, Techau (4) and Striegel. W - Tiedtke. L - Troendle.
2B - N. Dostal, Kacena. HR - Kramer, Striegel, Knox. SB - Brown, Unkel 3, Rooney, Larson,
Vanous.
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