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WATKINS - Luke Frnzenburg planned on calling it quits after last season.

A player with Watkins in the lowa Valley League since 2000, Franzenburg had been
player/manager for the Mud Hens the past three seasons.

"l was managing the last three years and it was getting to be too much of a time commitment
away from family and away from work," he said.

When Franzenburg and his wife Steph told their three children, Avery, Finley and Tade of his
decision there were plenty of tears.

"They were pretty bummed when we told them," Franzenburg said. "l talked to the team and
they said they would find somebody to manage if | would just keep coming out and throwing for
them."

Needless to say, a manager was found and the children were happy to see dad back on the
mound.

The 36-year-old left-hander came on in relief in the opener of the annual holiday doubleheader
contests against Norway with the Mud Hens holding a 3-1 lead. He struck out four and allowed
just two hits in picking up the save as Watkins won, 5-2, at Gabe Kuester Memorial Ball Park.
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